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Need for Moral Education 

 

With the rise in resources around, ample scope of infrastructure, exposure in world affairs somewhere the 

values are taking a backseat. The younger generation has suddenly taken a leap of 05 years just like the daily 

soap to mark their presence. 

With the enhanced purchase power, an enormous product on display the worth of a requirement is 

secondary whereas its possession in a valued brand has become mandatory. 

We must remember to vouch on our mannerism, core values, inherent qualities of our elders, the legacy 

that has been passed on from one generation to the next generation. 

I urge the parents and teachers to touch the tender hearts of these little wonders and mould them into a 

good valuable shape, so that our nurtured saplings bear good and healthy fruits for our global community in 

the coming years. 

 

NEED OF MORAL EDUCATION IN SCHOOL 

 

Respect for ourselves guides our morals; respect for others guides our manners”  

Moral education is an umbrella term loosely used to describe the teaching of children in a manner that will 

help them develop variously as moral, civic, good mannered, behaved, non-bullying, healthy, critical, 

successful, traditional, compliant and/ or socially acceptable beings. This term include social and emotional 

learning, moral reasoning, cognitive development, life skills education, health education, violence 

prevention, critical thinking, ethical reasoning, and conflict resolution and mediation. A child should be 

taught about the various golden moral values and virtues. Moral and spiritual values should be infused in a 

child. He should be taught to differentiate between right and wrong and which value to put into practice at 

what point of time. All these gems of beautiful values will adorn the bright and glittering personality of a 

child. The child will be all set and prepared to face the right and wrong of the world and to eradicate all 

evils right from the roots. Such bold personalities will help in establishing a peaceful and prosperous world. 

The development of the intellect and of moral character are intimately related. Schools are responsible for 

guiding children in the step by step developmental process, and moral development or learning ethical 

values is a step in the process of greater development. A teacher has ample opportunity to educate children 

not only in important academic subjects, but in character and values as well. Teachers are important adult 

authority figure in students’ lives and are therefore capable of making a huge impression upon students. We 

often hear people around us grumble that the world is in very bad shape. There is much of corruption, 

exploitation, merciless killings, terrorism, and communalism, pollution, global unrest mutual hatred and a 

total crisis of character. Cast in the image of God, man possesses immense potential for creativity and 

innovation. Every child possesses the potential to become the builder of an ideal society. What it needs is a 

proper mode of-education to mould the child in a way to make him a useful, complete and perfect person. 

A rock-like character, spiritual wisdom and the quest for 'truth should be drilled in the child at an early age. 

. The sole purpose of education is to develop a sound mind in a sound body, to teach virtues of oneness, 

decency in public life, good manners and behavior and so on. The great goal of education is not to 

cosmetically furnish the minds to produce doctors and engineers but to develop the sense of right, duty, 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Umbrella_term


honor, love of God and humanity. 

 

Moral education is not our priority. It is not included in any syllabi-whether of science or humanities. 

Morals or morality, broadly speaking, implies honesty of character, fairness in attitude and absence of evils 

like jealousy, hatred and greed from actions. Our system of education gives us formal knowledge of various 

types of subjects but does not teach us what is morality and how to bring the characteristics related to it in 

our mindset. Our schools, colleges and universities are churning out millions of young graduates every year 

who are experts in some field of science, art, commerce or technology. No teaching or training is given to 

the students on moral values. What have been the results of this system of education? We have professionals 

in every field, but we have few people in society who have a high moral character. 

The society reflects our education most of our officials whether in public sector or private sector are 

corrupt. The assets they have acquired are often several times higher than their known sources of income. 

We read about income-tax raids or Central Bureau of Investigation raids on the residences of high officials. 

Wealth amounting to crores of rupees is recovered during these raids. We watch on TV channels the scams 

that are unearthed after regular intervals. What do these incidents reveal? They reveal that our greed has 

reached gigantic proportions. 

The attitude of government employees has become so indifferent to public that they are not prepared to 

help. These unscrupulous workers do not work even for 50 per cent of the total hours of their duty. This is 

nothing but stealth of time. As students they were taught to solve various types of sums or write answers to 

different types of questions. 

They were not taught how to serve the nation. They were not made aware of the happiness that one derives 

by working honestly and sincerely.  

The atmosphere in our schools, colleges and other institutions of education is full of competition. The 

students are taught to excel one another. Their competition, more often than not, becomes so intense that 

it leads to rivalries, jealousy and hatred among class-fellows. 

While it cannot be denied that competition is necessary to achieve higher goals but is totally undesirable if it 

breeds ill feelings. Our ancient universities of Nalanda and Patliputra created scholars of great repute like 

Kautilya in Economics and Susruta in Medicine, but they never used competition among the students to 

move ahead. Actually, these students were taught by the gurus the feelings of mutual help, of being 

complementary to one another. There was a spirit of sacrifice for the sake of justice and fair play. That is 

why our ancient societies were happy and prosperous. 

The teachers and other educationists who are concerned with the orientation of syllabi for schools and 

colleges are of the opinion that the characteristics of honesty, fair play, goodness and helpfulness which are 

the ingredients of morality cannot be taught as subjects in any educational institution. They are something 

which a child inherits from the parents and learns from his family, particularly mother and father. So far as 

religion is concerned it is also something which everyone acquires from one’s family and other members of 

the community. 



India being a secular country, cannot take up religious education in schools and colleges. They argue that, to 

the extent the moral education can be given in educational institutions, it is given through discipline and 

punishments for breaking the code of conduct. Any student who steals abuses or hurts others is punished. 

This is nothing else but imparting of moral education. What these teachers and educationists tend to ignore 

is that these actions teach only discipline in actions. Evils as they say have large fangs, desires are boundless. 

The students need to be told the ultimate consequences of acquiring wealth through illegal means when 

they grow up and take up some job. For this, moral education needs to be taken up as a subject. 

Our life on earth is for a limited period of time. The purpose of human life is not to indulge in luxuries and 

enjoy the material comforts. They give temporary happiness. The real purpose of life is to develop our 

spirit in a pure and chaste manner whereby we attain salvation. This is the spiritual lesson which every 

religion teaches. This is a part of moral education which each faith teaches us. This should be a part of our 

education. The educationists have an argument to make in this regard also. 

They are of the opinion that while framing syllabi for language and literature, the novels, stories, poems and 

other write-ups of those great religious philosophers are taken which contain this spiritual education. The 

names of Guru Nanak and Swami Vivekanand are prominent. Among the social reformers the names of 

Gandhi, Raja Rammohan Roy and others are given. 

The works of great scholars are sufficient to develop a sense of justice and fairness among the students. It 

may be true to some extent but the fact remains that by including the works of great religious men and 

social reformers in the curriculum helps but little. In the examination, the students have to answer the 

questions based on the text. There is no examination which tests whether the students have adopted this 

philosophy-whether they have resolved to act according to the philosophy in their own lives. 

Moral values are extremely important for building a society which is free from the evils of violence, greed, 

hatred, avarice and jealousy. However, high economic growth do we achieve, whatever high amount of 

wealth do we accumulate, our society will be afflicted by corruption, inequality if moral education is 

ignored. India has been a beacon of light for the world for showing others the values of religion and 

morality. If we have lost our own path, what will we show to the world? We have to start from the grass-

roots level to impart moral education on our children. The syllabi at schools and colleges must include this 

education so that surely, though slowly our society is purged of all evils and we become role models for 

others. A great responsibility devolves on the teachers to remove the ill feelings of jealousy and hatred from 

the pupils’ minds. They must teach the students to achieve their goals through hard work. The attitude of 

fairness and justice developed in childhood and teenage will lay the foundation of responsible citizens. 

 

 


