On Power
Recently, I came across an interesting talk by Eric Liu, the director of Citizenship University, an initiative to teach citizenship. He said we often pussyfoot around the notion of power, instead of tackling it headlong, as we feel it is somehow not polite to discuss it. However illiteracy and ignorance about power can lead to disastrous side effects, such as marginalization and exclusion.  Civics is mainly about the study of power, which is the ability to get someone to do what you want.  He said civics needed to be made sexy again as it was in the days of the  freedom struggle and civil rights movement.
He also identified power as moving inexorably to the city from the nation state and cited core initiatives like participatory budgeting introduced in Porto Allegre to buttress his argument.  He said we can interrogate the structures of power by trying to implement a simple task, like fixing a streetlight, something we often ask our students to do.
 He also described the three dimensions of power  viz, values, systems, and skills. We can use this framework in our project by asking students to describe the values, skills, and systems they need to navigate in order to successfully complete the project. They could come up with values like punctuality, systems  like the municipality and BWSSB, and skills like Kannada speaking and being net savvy. In fact, the entire curriculum could be reorganized around this central concept of power, but that is best left for another blog.
[bookmark: _GoBack]I introduced the concept in NSVK, a lower end school , and to my surprise, the kids listened in rapt attention, nodding their heads sagely, and when I described being left out, they used  the Kannada word for “suckers”, or “jaddru” when I spoke about being excluded by the powers that be.  They agreed that if they did not demand for their due, their chances of getting it were pretty dim. Savvy kids those! Inspite of their background.

FYI, here is the link to the TED talk. You can also check out the facebook page of Citizenship University.
http://www.ted.com/talks/eric_liu_why_ordinary_people_need_to_understand_power?awesm=on.ted.com_d0Mrp&utm_campaign=&utm_content=awesm-publisher&utm_source=l.facebook.com&utm_medium=on.ted.com-facebook-share#t-1018789
 
	
